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Ordered, T A 


HAT the Thanks of This Houſe be given to the Reverend 

Doctor TS gb, for the Sermon by i him . before 

this Houſe yeſterday at St. Margaret's ner; and that he 

be deſired > print the ſame; that Mr. Bur 1, Mr. Willian 

2 u. Lyttleton, and Mr. Thomas Pitt do — him 
erewi | 


N Harding, 
e C. Dom. Com 
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1 ſay, through the Grace given to me, to every _ 
Ma that is among you, not to think of bimſelf 
more bighly than be ought to think, but to think 


HE State and Condition of the primitive Churches, 
can no way be more ſurely known, than by conſult- 
ing the Writings and Inſtructions addreſs d to them 
by their Paſtors and Teachers, who firſt converted, and af- 
terwards endeavoured to confirm them in the Faith. Among. 
Theſe the great Apoſtle St. Paul has left us the moſt ample 
Aſſiſtance, by which we may be able to judge, not only of 
the Virtues and Graces, but likewiſe of the Faults and Imper- 
fections of the firſt Chriſtian Converts. As he takes every 
Opportunity of encouraging and commending their Holineſs, 
lo he frequently admoniſhes them of their Errors, and re- 
proves their Conduct, with all the Meekneſs, and all the 
Authority of a truly ſpiritual Father. 


* ? 


A*%O NG other Occaſions of Complaint, he often 
takes Notice of the ill Uſe they had made of thoſe Gifts of 
the Spirit which God had in an extraordinary and miraculous 

„ „ g Manner 


b . N " 4 * 7 ; bs. 1 A * 
* 1 
; * 5 
7 8 i 
; * 
0 4 > 
3 — 7 


Manner conferr'd upon them: He ſhews them the ill Pur. 
poles to which they had employ'd them; and upbraids them 
Teverety with having made them Matter of -Envyings and 
Contentions in the Church. It appears indeed from ſeveral 
Paſſages of his Epiſtles, that they had been guilty of no ſmall 
Abuſes in relation to thoſe miraculous Gifts and Powers 
which the Divine Spirit had ſo freely beſtowed among them. 
They ſeem to have been conceited, and puft 2 with theſe 
Advantages, each one preferring his proper -G to that of 
another, attributing an All- ſufficiency to his own Endow- 
ment, advancing it beyond its due Meaſure, and vainyi 
gining it a more exact Rule, or a higher Degree of Þ 
tion than it really was. „ 


Sr. Paul therefore fore ſeeing what Confuſion! this Would 
bring on the Church, ſays, to every one among them, (let 
his Gift or Endowment be what it will) not to think of him- 
ſelf more highly than he ought to think, but to think ſober- 
ly — or, as it may be, * more exactly rendered, to chink, 
ſo as to continue themſelves in their right Senſes; not to be 
led away with an Opinion of Graces, Influences, and Aſſiſt- 
ances from Heaven, which perhaps they had not received, or 
at leaſt not in ſuch a degree as they were apt to imagine; in 
ſhort, not to relinquifh the Guidance of à Sound Mind, and 
Sober Reaſon ; to follow after fancied Communications of the 
Spirit, and imaginary Influxes from above. 17 5477 
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Ho excellent a Leſſon is here laid down againſt every de- 
gree of Enthuſiaſm ? and if this Advice was fo pteper in an 
* PF rs: . 77 2H 283 bo 257001 22MM 
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The Words in the Original are gerd 64g 72 0w EA. St. Pan uſes this lak Word in 
ſeveral Places in Oppoſition to being Mad, or Beſides-Oneſelf. 
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Age wherein oe 7 of God was ſo plentifull commu- 
ro to Men, how neceſſary is i it to bt enforcec at a — 


e depended on? eſpecially if we co 


laſtances of Men, who have eX nun- 
ed che Light oK eaſon to purfue a ſuppoſed Ht garion 
from Heaven, and have = a Divine Impulſe for A&i- 
ons, e ee to the Principles of Nute, 1 all the 
eſtabliſhed ' Maxis of Morali ty. 
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How great a Scandal this has ca on Religioni 400 hat 


Diſturb⸗ ances. it has brought into humati Affairs is too well 


known, and has been often fatnented by Mei of real Picty, 


and ſound Underſtandings. 


How large a Share indeed of the Calamities which! we 
this Day lament was owing to this Cauſe, wilt eaſily appeat 


to any one who oe conſiders. the Tr Trapſeffig ons. of 


thoſe Times, and the Manners and Characters of the Perſons 
principally concerned in them; that a Set of Men for 
the moſt Part pious in their Converſation, regular in cheir 
Lives, moderate and mortified in their Deſires, thould-perpe- 


ttate an Action; which even the moſt Apr e _ 
thought on with Abhorrence. ; Y 


TRAr Men wha ſremed fitted to have been the be ad 
quieteſt Members of Society ſhould uſurp a, Goverm ent, 
and involve a Nation in Miſery and we he That ma- 
of them ſhould. do this not only under the Na og, 6 of 


fach eherdordinary Ad; ſtagces ate to be reaſons By 


on, and Diforder, which has been occalic one by 
5 to them 1 in later and leſs enki htenedt Ages. We 
have e 
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the e Perſuali on of Religion may at firſt ſeem 1 . 
to their ae and m ight 548 even 646 Vel ion ile 5 
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Cauſes 1 17 tends naturally to deſtroy he Peace and Hap- 
pineſs e true ee. will always further, and Pro. 
mes? © N 17. ae, nis Iz 10 eld ; 
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e Ethic it i is tlie thar” Abufe of Religion, 
which has in its Turn diſtreſſed almoſt every State, and 
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10 pin 0 out the Proper © Mechods op provenrng and re- 
e it. | | | 
"TOY L Sis 
TA is indeed 4 Dificuley in e 1 om 0 
Weekneſs, which may ariſe from an Exceſs of Religion: 
The Offence that may be hereby given to the well-meaning 
miſtaken Chriſtian, the unreaſonable Triumphs Which che 
Prophane will often take to themſelves on ſuch Oecaſions, 
may, perhaps, have prevented Men from examining frech 
into the Nature pF: a Diſorder, which appears ſo much in : 

Likene 


: 07) 

Likeneſs of Religion, as to be frequently miſtaken for the 
_ Higheſt Perfection, and the moſt exalted Degree of it. But 
there are many Reaſons, which make an oo of this 


Sort, (eſpecially on this Occaſion) Proper and Neceſſary a ſe- 
rious Reflection on the paſt Miſeries and Diſtraction of our 
Country (which ſeems to be the proper Employment of 
this Day) ſhould direct us to enquire into the Cauſes and Oc- 
caſions of them; among which, I believe, it will be acknow- 
ledged by all ſorts of Men, that Enthuſiaſm was one of the 
molt violent and Jy As this Evil Diſpoſition of Mind, 
proceeds chiefly from Miſapprehenſions of Religion, it is the 
more proper and immediate Buſineſs of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to correct and remove it; for ſurely there cannot be 
a greater Service done to Religion, than the clearing it from 
its Abuſes, and ſhewing it as it really is. There cannot be 
2 more probable way of giving Men a due Reverence and 
Eſteem for the invaluable Gifts of the Holy Spirit, whichi 
were molt undoubtedly conferred. on the firſt Chriſtians; than 
by diſtinguiſhing them from the vain and mad Pretences of 
Viſhonaries and Enthuſiaſts. As the firft were the Glory, the 
Support, and the Proof of Chriſtianity, ſo the other have been 
the Scandal, the Abuſe, and the Corruption of it, the great 
Source of Reproach to the Church, and of Diſturbance in 
che State. It therefore highly concerns all Chriſtians to be 
upon their Guard againſt this deſtructive Spirit; that they 
may ſecure themſelves and Society from the miſerable Effefts 
of it, which can be no way more effectually done, than 
by an impartial Enquiry into the Cauſes which are apt to pro- 
duce is, If with this View we.cxamine into the original 

C Cauſes 
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Cauſts of Fnthufi ahn; we ſhall find in the ny reed i 


is many Tinisovingeo/X 70 q | Conſtitiu tion. 


— di egoleoA Nnsm 218 213 
TI i the Diſpoſtibris'of! the Mind and the Turn of 
the Paſſions depend in great Meaſure upon the Temperament, 
and Habit of the Body, is a Truth which Nature will every 
Day convince us of. Both ec gens Gem Opinions are 
known to alter with the State, and Condition of the Blood:and 
Spirits. The ſame Portion of  Pirlepimarick Humours Which 
when cold and unactive, makes à Man 1 Shiner, 
will, when actuated by a certain Degree-of Fervour, make 
him imagine himſelf a Prophet, and à Favourite of Heaven, 
One; to Whom its . are en and its particular 
Couneils committed. 13 NON A or: er nie E 
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Tis very Recaarkeble, * hes antient 'Hedrbens, who 
believed in p e Enchuſiaſms, and who {peak of them 
with the greateſt Regard; ſtill attribute them to a Particular 
Temperament of the Body; and acknowledge chat tliis Spi- 
rit operated according to tlie Nature into which it was infuſed, 
that it was more or leſs Powerful in Conformity to the diffe- 
rent Habits-of. the Body in which it reſided. Hence aroſe 


that religious Reverence for Melancho! 5„ 4 which Temper the) 


obſerved to be moſt ſubject to EnthiGaſtiok Raprures : 
Hence chat general Opinion among them M of a ſort of Nixi- 
nity in 0 8800 * ; ſince all their en appeared as Kad · 
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men, keis No: Wender that they took all Madmen for Pro- 
phets . 37.073 2 28429 Lan! 2% - III 1051} 30 nom hogs: 
ad £ bo: ai cr | £60 


GW. DB. \YUL & (1590 e601 3 1 7 > ; 
WE find indeed, that the Pythian Prieſteſſes are generally 
deſcribed as Perſons diſtracted. The Divine Light was ſup- 
poſedt to extinguiſh tliat of Reaſon, and the Proof of Inſpi- 
tation was the Loſs of their Natural Underſtanding; The 
violent Agitations they underwent, proved many Times fa- 
tal not only eo their Senſes, but their Lives. For this Reaſon 
it may be that we find Enthuſiaſm ſo often ſpoken of as a 
Diſeaſe. The great * Father of Phyſick (in his Treatiſe de 
morbo Sacro) has taken ſome Pains to convince Men, that 
Epilepſies had nothing Divine in them, as was then commonly 
imagined; bfit that they were owing to the fame Natural 
Cauſes with other Diſtempers. The Symptoms of that unhap- 
py Diſeaſe, as he has deſcribed them, the Foamings, the Con- 
vulſions, the imagined Viſions, and the Ecſtatick Ravings 
have ſo near 4 Neſemblate with Enchufiaſtick Diſorders, 
that xis no Wonder if the one ſhould be frequently miſtaken. 
for the other, and that even by the Perſons themſelves who 
labqured under this Diſtempet., r. 
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Ir Enthuſiaſm be thus conſidered as a Diſeaſe, ariſing. 
; from an undue Efferveſcence of the Blood, and Spirits, ſome 
- of its moſt extraordinary Appearances, which have ſo much. 
\- WH lurprifed the World, may, perhaps, be more eaſily accounted 

„bor, than by attributitig them, as it has always been done by 
sone ſort of Men, to Divine Inſpiration, and by another, to Di- 
abolical Poſſeſſion. 
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I ve thus look upon Conſtitution as the gteat Cauſe and 
Foundation of Enthuſiaſm, we ſhall perceive that a farther 
Advancement of it has been a Preſcribed Habit, and a par- 
ticular Manner of Living. f bai EA 


By the Account we have of the antient Aflati, we find that 
a certain Preparation of Body was neceſſary for the Recep- 
tion of this Spirit: F They ſubmitted to long and rige 
Faſtings, they ſecluded themſelves from human — tion, 
and retired into Places the moſt likely to affect them, with 
4 Jep, and religious Melancholy; if this was not ſufficient, 
; Aion were given them to inflame their Spirits, and height- 


20 


en their Fury, all the Force of Numbers, and the Powers of 
Muſick were employed to raiſe their Enthuſiaſm to ſuch a de- 
gree, that they themſelves look'd upon it -as Real and Di- 


vine | 


Ir it ſhall be objected, that what has been ſaid relates ra- 
ther to the Heathens, than the Chriſtiaus; it may be obſer ved 
that the ſame Caules will every where have the ſame Effects, 
that the Conſtitutions of Mankind in all Ages, and in all 
Places are in many Reſpects the ſame, and liable to the ſame 
Diſorders. The Principle on which Enthuſiaſm is founded, 
viz; a falſe Perſuaſion of a Divinity that acts, and ſpeaks 
within us, is common both to Chriſtians, and Heathens: 
However, they may differ in their Names, and Notions of 
this Being, yet the Opinion of private Communications and 

\ | | im” 


t Jamblichus de Myferiis Egyptiorum, 
Cicero de Divinatione. | 
Plin, Nat. Hiſt, I. z. c. 103. 1, 37. c. 16. 
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mediate Influences from him will produce the ſame Notions, 
and have the ſame Effects in boch. i 


Ir is indeed worth obſerving how near a Reſemblance i" 
there has been betwixt the Enthuſiaſts of all Ages, and all 
Religions. Let any one but conſider what has been delivered 
by the initiated in the Heathen - Myſteries concerning their 4 
Communications, and Unions with the Deity, let this be 
compared with the myſtick Divinity which has been ſo indu- 
triouſly propagated by ſome of the Roman Carholick I 
Communion. : Again, let Both of them be compared wich the 
Writings of | ſome Enthuſiaſtick Sects which roſe lately a- 
mong us, and it will be found that not only the Sentiments, 
but the very Language, and Expreſſions of all of them are in 
many Caſes the ſame. 8875 * ne, £1 


TRE Productions of this ſort of Men have generally 
agreed exactly in thoſe two Particulars, of Nonſenſe and 
Arrogance. The firſt of theſe has been owing to that Abſolute 
Diſregard, which all of them have profeſſed to the Dictates 
and Direction of Reaſon zy, and it cannot ſeem ſtrange, if we 
meet with the ſame Obſtinacy, and conceited Confidence in 
Men, who, however they may differ in other Opinions, join 
alike in this Perſuaſion, that they have a Familiar Intercourſe 
with Heaven, and are directed and influenced in all their 


of Conduct, however abſurd or unreaſonable, by an All-fuf- 
ficient Wiſdom from above. ; 
AGAIN, if it ſhall be ſaid, that what has been ad- 
vanced will account for the Enthuſiaſm of Particulars, of thoſe 
12 ee BO. 


* 
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* Vid, Jamblichus de Myſteriis Ægyptiorum. 
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n ite been determinet to it by Sekten 6rbri.c 
it by their manner of Living 4 but whaciſhalt we ſay to That 


of Numbers, and 2 of 9 who have, been. "ty 
infected with this Diforder 2 


WE may, 1 think,” 75 char er PR bode is 
poberl infekked with ir, for that chere is nothing we -apt co 
communicate (elf, as this Spirit of r N SinnmH¹ον 
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TE moſt extravagant Fanataciſm that was ever known 
amongſt Men, was that with which the Prieſts of the Syrian 
Goddeſs were wont to be ſeized at their ſolemn Sacrifices 3 and 
yet we ate told, that many who attended at thoſe Rites only 
as Spectaturs, were ſeized with the ſame Fury and committed 
che ſame unnatural * Cruelties on themſelvess 


IE ve enqune .fr it is chat gives chis infectioum Nature 
to this Spirit, we fhall find, chat the Paſſions of which it is 
compoſed; ſuch as are Terror, Admiration, and religious 
Aſtoniſhrliene are in themſelves; very "communicable. The 've- 
ry utmoſt Extravagance of this:Spigit ſeems to be but a a- 
tural Addreſs to the leading Paſſons of the Vulgar. : No won- 
der then that it propagates nl fo. much Eaſe and 
Succeſs among them. The Natural Curiofity! of Mankind 
to look into Futurity, the Pride of being divinely illuminated, 
the Lazy Satigſactian of knowing all Things, without being 
at the Trouble of enquiring into any, mutt! ſtrangly/recom- 
mend a Merhod of Inruction, nie n the Idle, and Il- 
i e 
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Confidence, become the chief part of their Religion: 5 all 


they reſiſt whar they are: perſuaded is from Heaven? Who; 


gainſt God. 
d 


THAI this is the Progreſs of Enthuſiaſm, that by this 


Means it has ſpread itſelf through Numbers, and Multitudes 
by addreſſing itſelf to their Paſſions, will mane appear, to 


any one who will conſider the Conduct of the Perſons infected 


with. it ; the Confidence with which they aſſert the Certainty 
of. their Inſpiration, and the Weakneſs with which they endea- 
vour to prove it; the whole Argument for its being. true, 
being generally no more than a ſtrong Perſuaſion that it is 


fo; which ſurely ſavours much more of human Paffon, than 


of [{lumination by heavenly Wiſdom. 
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and Extravagance'in our fellow Creatures; hut is chere any 


Thing more common than to ſee Men forſaking their Reaſon, 


and putting themſelves entirely under the Guidance of their 
Paſſions; and in every Inſtance that a Man does this, how 


does he differ from a Madman, or a Fool? Why ſhould we 


then wonder at the Weakneſs of Fools, or the Extravagance of 
Madmen ? e e e 

WH E N this Spirit has taken Poſſeſſion of Men, even 
of Senſe and Knowledge, it will cut off all the Saccours that 
might be expected from thence ; that Perſuaſion of an Illu- 


minacion into Divine Truths far above the Reach, or Enquiry - 


of Reaſon, will deprive them of its Uſe, and Aſſiſtance, and 
effectually prevent all the Methods of bringing them to their 


T RH Worlddoes not want late Inſtances of Men of Parts 


and Underſtanding, who attended on a ſtrange” Set of Enthu- 
ſiaſts till they were poſſeſſed with their Spirit, and gave into 


all their Follies. | 


WE have ſtill a more extraordinary Example of this in 
a very early Age of Chriſtianity, when Jertullian, that great 
Pattern of Learning, and Piety, renounced all Catholick 
Communion to follow the Revelations of Montauus, and the 
Women which attended him; amazing Inſtance of the 
Power of Enthuſiaſm, and the Weakneſs of human Nature, to 
lee, a Father of the Church liſtening to the Viſions of two 
diſtracted Propheteſſes, and acknowledging a Blaſphemer to be 


[nothing leſs than the Holy Ghoſt. 


V may, perhaps, be at firſt ſurpriſed at ſuch Weakneſs, 


„ +. OE On i, NE Fo OR OY 


Th. i. At a 8 


thence. he will claim all thoſe Privileges and Endowments 


 HiTHERT 0. we have conſidered chiefly the Natural 
Cauſes of Enthuſiaſm. It muſt be owned, there are others 
which may be look d upon as the moral Cauſes of it; ſuck. 
as are Pride, and Conceit ; a fond Opinion that we are the Fa- 
vourites of Heaven, chat we are immediately directed by. it in 
every | Opinion | we form, and every Action we engage ing 
on this are founded all choſe yain Pretences to an abſolute Ex- 
emption fram, Vice and Error: To this preſumpryous Origi- 
nal are all of them o ing, from the boaſted Infallibility at Rome, 
ra the private Spirit of almoſt every Sectary in Religion- 
T. e the ikewile may be added ce eee 
a perverſe. Interpretation of Scripture: A blind forward Miſappli- 
cation of the Sacred, Writings is indeed one of the peculiar 
Marks of Enthuſiaſm. Let 2 Man with the leaſt in ure 


of this Spirit N l to the Scripture, and he will ſoon 
imagine himſelf t [pi 


(elk * chat ſpiruus! Man, of whom St. Paul ſpeak- 
cch, who judgeth all Things, and is himſelf judged of no Man q fromp 


which were by Divine Wiſdom granted to the firſt Chriſtians, 
and have by the ſame Wiſdom been wichheld from their 
Succeſſors ; and thus all the Abſurdity of his Notions, and 
the r of his Conduct, ſhall be juſtified by ſome 
Paſſages of Holy Writ but little conſidered, not at all under- 
ſtood, and applied at Hazard. This will always be the Ef- 
fect of ſetting up the Spirit in Oppoſition to the Dictatẽs © of 
Reaſon, and a found Underſtanding; for tho human ęaſon is 
tar from being the Meaſure of Divine Trgths, and God may re- 


Veal to us ſuch Things as we cannot cunprebend; yet the 
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only Means of e whether the ey are feytaſed to as from 


Heaven, muſt be 
therefore, 
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ANOTHER Arent Occaſieu of : pomotiagl Eachuſiaſ 
has been the excluding this ables Faculty abſolutely 
out of Religion, who, indeed, ſhall pretend to object to the 
Abſurdity of any religious Notion; or Poſition, if the Eſpou - 
ſers of it are at Liberty to anſwer, char! they are confident it is 
from God, and that his Revelations are to be ſubmitted to, 
and not diſpured : Confitence and a reſolute Perſuaſion is 
an Argument that may be urged for different and even oppo- 
1 if Men are not at Liberty to enquire in- 
os e Grounds on which any Reyelation'1s ſaid to be eſta- 
bliſhed, Religion is then no longer à Rfatter of Choice 
and Judgment, but of Hazard and Chance; and he who 


has the Right Faith, has undoubtedly the beſt Fortune. 
What is this but to put Truth, and Fallood, Chriſtianity, 
and Impoſture upon the Katie Foot t Reaſon muſt rhere- R 
fore be 15 Teſt by which we' are to examine and diftingaifh \ 
betwixt Revelation, and the various Pretences which have been in 
to falſely made to it; for where the Uſe of it is totally excluded 11 
it will be impolſible for us to diſcern whether What any pe 
Man {hall offer to us as a Divine Wee be 1125 Gd, Or I; 
his own Fancy.” . : "© 5 rec 
du 


bn R E is ſtill tether: Cauſe of Enthuſilfon among * 
"Chriſtians, which tho it be well known; has been generally My 
Paſſed over in Silence, or at leaſt treated of with Backward- . 
neſs, and Reſerve ; and that i is, an Exceſs of Piet) and Devo- 
tion. Mortification, Faſting, and Prayer. | are Duties ſo ſtrongly 

. re- e 


1 
recommended to us in the Golpel; that Men have thought it 
almoſt impious to ſpeak even againſt the Exceſſes of chem. 
But ſurely it is no Reflection upon Religion, to ſay the Duties 

of it have been niſtalen by weak Men. - We may obferve chat 
almoſt all Enthuſiaſts have carried theſe religious Exer- 
ciſes vaſtly beyond what was preſcribed to them 57 the Rules 


„ 


of the Goſpel. It is not therefore to che Goſpel but to 


chat rah Zeal which has gone ſo much beyond us. Pretepts 


and Ditections that their Diſtraction is to be imputed⸗ It is 
well known What 'a Degree of Abſtinence was enjoined; by 
Montanus to his Followers, at leaſt thrice as much as was 
generally required in that ſevere Age of the Church; and 
{hall we. be ſurprized, if after ſuch Faſtings as human. Na- 
ture can hardly endure, Religious Yapours thould- ariſe? Are 
we to wonder at Inftances of Men, ho after an Abſtinetice 
ſcarce to be credited, have miſtaken their Dreams för 
Viſions, and their own Reveries for Divine Revelations ? 


Can any Fhing be more natural than that diſtempet- 


ed Humouts, ſhould” occafion diſordered: Spirits or“ that a 
Man who has broken his Conſtitution, and brought himſelf 
into a crazy Habit of Body, by what he thinks Religion, 
ſould come at laſt to rave on the Cauſe of hisDi ſtem- 
IT E fame ma) be ſaid of Devition, which'of it elf is fit- 
ted to keep the Mind in the belt Temper: But bythe ill Con- 


duct of Enthuſiaſcs, has been ſome times, made the Means of 


Madneſs.” Thus we find in the Primitive, Church a, Set qt. 
Men, who were denominated Heretiebs chiefly for their inor- 


dinate Attention upon this Duty, the Whole Employment 


4 


The Meſſalians or Euch ites from {vn Iſti ita nimis, Hoe faciunt (i. e. orant. ) ut hinc e 
judicantur inter Hzreticos Nominandi Aut. de Hæret. c. F. nan an 5 
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an Application to this religious Exerciſe. 


flows from a warm Heart, that is apt to raiſe the Man above 
and ont of himſelf; the awful Majeſty of the Being to 
whom it is addreſſed, the infinite Perfection of the Object 


ward Solemnity, with which it is to be performed, muſt ſcrike 
the Mind: with Reverence, Admiration, and Aſtoniſhment: 
Theſe very Diſpoſitions, unleſs under the Conduct of Rea- 
ſon, may prove very injurious to it. | 


Marks of perfect Religion, and ſuch a State of the Soul 25 


of their Lives being little elſe but ro Pray M and Sleep. Ec- 
cleſiaſtieal Writers have given us an Account of the Viſions, 
and * Revelations pretended to by theſe Men, of their ſeeing 
with their bodily Eyes the three Perſons in the Trinity, and 
their ths, a ſenſible, and moſt familiar Intercùurſe with the 
Holy Ghoſt. „ 200090 eee VIDEY 2 
TuksE Extravagancies of Men, otherwiſe Orthodox, and 
ſerious enough, can hardly be accounted for, but hy ſuppo- 
ſing that their Underſtandings were diſturbed by too intenſe 


1 ; ö i 1. „„ 1 N 
T-HERE is ſomething in the very act of Prayer, when it 


we contemplate, the profound Attention, and even the out- 


HOW EVE R, therefore it may have been ridiculed, 
and exploded, there is nothing more carefully to be recom- 
mended to Mankind, than a Sobriety in Prayer, eſpecially 
ſince the Emotions of Piety, which may be purely owing 
to Conſtitution, have been frequently miſtaken for the {ure 


1 


God muſt approve of and reward. 
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WE hardl ever meet with an accoutit-of thoſe Saints, 
Whoſe Lives were ſpent in a conſtant Atte fidance upon 
prayer, but we are told at the ſame Time of their being 
ſnatched up into the Air, and lifted up from the Ground at 
their Devotions. As theſe miraculous Elevations are 
aid te to have happened to them at the time of their pri- 
vate 1 Be we muſt take our Accounts of them from 
chemſelves, and I dare ſay, they believed them to be true. I 
would only obſerve that we are told the very ſame by -an 
antient * Writer of the Prieſts in India; and the Platoniſts aſ- 
ſert as much of their great Maſter Jamblicus, whilſt perhaps 

a ſober minded Man may be induced to thinks) nat” the 
Pachns; the Platoniſt, and the Chriſtian were all of them 
elevated by the ſame Power, the Nen 1 e and 
the Force of an overbeated. Fancy. + 


75 


wi which aye has Naw ones to ae r wr 
the Truth of what they have already perſuaded them- 
ſeives/ This can no otherwiſe be acebunted for, than by 
having Recourſe to the Force of « Tmagination' 3 3 which will ma- 
ny- Times repreſent Things to the Mind in ſo ſtrong and 
lively a Manner, that it is difficult to diſtinguiſn betwixt we 
Impreſſions: of Fancy; and thoſe of the outward Senfes: - 

ſhall not pretend to account for the ſtrange Efficacy 401 
Powers of che Fancy, of the môſt ſurpriſing Effects it has 
ey „ which are too 1 en to be doubted of, or 

e 1. { FRY F 3 denied. 
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denied. I would-only obſerve, that khis- Faculty: ig allowed 
to have a peculiar Influence, oyer Melancholy Tempers, with 
which almoſc all Enthuſiaſts have beet remarkably, afflicted. 


ANy one may perceive how irregular muſe be the 
Conduct of Men who. are under the Dominion of this de- 
luſive Faculty, who depart from the ſeteled Principles of 
Action, to purſue a {uppoſed Revelation, which may be the 
mere Effect of a Diſtemper, or the more dangerous Suggeſtion 
of ſome Evil Paſſbn. F 


T uis falſe Perſuaſion of being actuated by God, has ad- 
ded Obſtinacy to Error, and given a Sanction to all the Wick- 
edneſs that Men could commit. They have pleaded the 
Spirit of God in Oppoſition to the Goſpel, and tranſgreſſed 
all his Commands, whilſt they have thought chomſelves doing 
him Service. 


20004 Los nobiio0 2d bavont mhioo vw. 4 1 

Bur the {ad | Conſequences of this Spirit: will appear to 
us by taking a ſhort View of the \Miſchief it has occaſioned in 
Society. Ihe Diſturbance which was occaſioned in the 
Church, and the, 
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was then 4 ed of — oy Bur eren K ben 
were true, it would be no Ohjection againſt the juſt Proceed- 
ings. of that Time. Is Liberty to be renounced, becauſe it may 
vg abuſed ? are not Men to think at. all, becauſe Madmen. 
will think md, and Weak, Men will think weakly — But chis 
Charge has been ſtrongly . xeroxred on them by # Learned 
Writer of | the, we Age who has ſhewa clearly, that the 
E Nurſary for Enthuliaſis is the Church of Rome, — that 
25 ol their moſt diſtinguiſhing Doctrines have been found- 
ed onithe pretended Revelations of a few diſtracted De vaters; * 
and! char the hen bees their chief Orders wett:downs 
gh Fonacick „ Who Were 2 Ho Groth been,conkned in a 
Mad-houſe as a Convent. The great Difference, indeed, bey 
UWIKE, us, is this; that Me have generally diſclaimedj and en- 
deayouted to reform „che Enchuflaſts Fong have appeared ar 
mong «6 Whilſt, among he they haye been e ee 
male ue gt £0 Ages paſes: aither o Martyndem, 
Murcher, Such Rave be a Wretches who have laid on 
their Lavesin Atteſtation of Ablurdity and Falſhood,;, and 
who under the wee of Fo lame Spin, hon . — 
othgrs, iner gadef #45) q and, . bis it, 5: Fox we candot b 


ohlex xe, that th e, moſt Bloody 5-have. bern generally, | 
the bliggeſe En 0 0 aſts, who. * ple ee a; ar lrap, 13 - 
to * JF C 1 Wickedneſs. cbs is 
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in their Hearts, and their Mouths. 
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Hau we may be convinced that this Spirit impotts no 
leſs Danger, and Diſturbance to the Sthte; than b dhe Chun 
It is too plain, indeed, that there is ſomething in it directly 
inconſiſtent with the Rules of Government, and the Peace! and 
Security of civil Society; for how little will baman Laws be 
regarded by Men, who think themſelves mov d by Gd to 
overturn, and oppoſe them? or what temporal Power ſhall 
controul the ſuppoſed Authority of 2 Divnie e * ? 
The Ardor and Reſolution with which ſuch Men will go © 
againſt all Oppoſition, is beyond what any worldly Mayes. 
or even the warmeſt: Goncern for Civil Intereſt could ever 
inſpite. The 4ad Effects of their Outrage, and Fury: have 
been: too well Moun and felt by the World; let them 
be but perſuaded, that the Sword of the Lord is put into 
their Hands, and ali che Terror, and all the Havock aſcribed 


to it by the antient Prophets, will be a 1 fulfilled. The 4- 


larm ſhall be ſounded in the Words Scripture, which ſhall 
give a Sanction, and Solemnity to CHE and Murther. 
Thoſe Emphatick Words of the Prophets, all be for ever 
The Sword, the Sword 
is drawn, for the $ laughter it is A es d, and given into the Hand o 
the Slayer :- It ſhall be upon Kere, FT 2 * we of I- 
rael, for this is the Day of a es Day of Ven- 
geance that he may avenge himſelf of 15 * = br und 4 Sword 
ſPell devour, it ſhall be Jatiate and drunk, with Blood. ' * 0h thou 


Sword: of the Lord, how long will it be e er thou be quiet ; put up 


thyſelf into thy Scabboard, reſt, und be ſtill ; Bow tan it ze quiet, 


i Te LOT bath given its Charge, and bath appointed it to con- 


ſume and to deftroy. X Curſed therefore be he that doth the Work 
of the Lord deceitfully, and arts be be that Il back his $ _ 


dolle 1173 
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e ee pd; Nb 9 75 er Paſſages of Seri 
5 nas a N, het rant For af Fiche Vos 
lende 5nhey + by gs glee ry” {c,.. an OI Perſubſion 
that thty are the Miniſters of. Divine engeance, Will anni 
mate them to the Slaughter, and juſtify Re Revenge upon their 
Oppoſers, ,who are 9 5 N d t0 ans the Enemies of 
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al that BrutabBarbazicy, which might, have been expect 
from a Sett of: che baſeft, and; moſt 0 Mechanicks, w 
were for teforming Religion, according to their own 2 7 
vagant Notions of id and. for raifing, a, Heaven! 1855 N Ki | 
the Ruins ot alli eſtabliſhed Government-—— I nee ment 
how widely! this Diftracrion, ſpread it! Aud whack ſevere Me: 
rods wart found neceſſary to ſubduc and eradicate it, The 
- *Hiſtories of thoſe Times inform us, what Confuſion this oc- 
— the Se a it. was embrx Ya See e laffii 
in broug Reformation.utſelf, Suc dangerous 
: Thilo ate eee, 291. ligion in the Hands of /, e, 


and Malen; who under theſe ſpecious Names have prac» 
tiſed the mold ene] V. tolenger,, 20d, A. even the ae 
 Immoraltis. S | 
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Tung is; indeed, mm Notion, which * N egerall x 
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Concern for Religion: If on the other hand, we reflect on thc 
Nature of ſome of their Actions, which were contrary to all 
Laws Human and Divine, we may be perſuaded, thatthe Be- 
haviour of ſuch Men can be fairly impured to nothing ulſe but 
an Enthuſiaſtick Perſuaſion that they were under the hnme- 
diate Direction of God in all their Conduct, and that there. 
fore whatever they undertook, or executed muſt be Right, and 
J uſt. RET tie 


I x cannot be doubted but that there were ſome! among 

the principal Actors of thoſe Times, Who were influenced by 

baſe and worldly Motives, and who made uſe of the Name, 

and Pretence of Religion, to bring about the wicked Purpo- 
mii Ada 2x61 


Un. 
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ſes of Kenton, Ayari. ce and Revenge But, I think, tis 


25 clear, that many of + 4 ben were 4 d by ; quite different 
Principles ; that they chought themſelves 291880 in the 
Cauſe of God, and that it was his Hand char guided, and di- 
rected them 1 in all cheir Ways. ; 


i Ot, 


HUMAN Hearts muſt, RING ks eotibtated? from hu- 
man Knowledge, the ſecrer Springs of Actions muſt therefore 
always be ſpoken of with ſome Degree of Uncertainty; 
but as far as 4 inward Perſuaſions can be judged of by | 
cheir outward Actions (Which is the only way we have of 
judging of them) tis manifeſt,” that their Conduct can be 
accoun: ed for on no other Principle, but Thar of Enthuſuam. - 


Lzr it be add that they had been long fuffetiog 
under ſevere Laws for What they thought the pureſt Religion 
By this they 3 the moſt convincing Proof that could be 
1 rg that they were really perſuaded that the Cauſe for 
which they ſuffered was the Cauſe of 'GoD : When there- 
fore by ſome extraordinary Succeſſes, they ſaw themſelves 
delivered. from the Power which had vex'd, and puniſh'd 
them; ; thiy- naturally concluded, that God had taken his 
Cauſe into his own Protection, chat twas his Might that 
ſtrengthened, and his Arm that fonght for them. To hin 
therefore they attributed all their Victories, to him tl 


applied for his immediate Direction in every Exigency, and 


on all Occaſions. And thus being ſatisfiedithat God was with 
them in whateve} they undertook, they Went on with · a blird 
Confidence, 728 2 ſecure Perſuaſion, that whatever they did, 


mult be exactly agreeable to Him. If any one [hall andere 
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a mere Rxetence, and Mags for their. dehigns,”..it 1s fit ge 
cy ſhould never throw off the Dy/guiſe, and appear in f r 
different Characters to the World. Can the Refo ution, and 


Conſtancy, ſo remarkable in their Conduct, be imputed to ſo 


weak and Afected a Principle ? did that payhonate Zeal for Reli- 
gion, which firſt occalioned the War, any way le <, de 
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after Victory : did they alter their Manners wit | their Cir- 
cumſtances, and Conditions? did they abuſe | the Power they 
had uſurped to the Purpoſes of Luſt, and Fyarice ? did they 
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from their Actions? nay, even in their laſt Hours 94 Men 


emorſe 


1 hence into the Preſence, of e God, as Sinners Who 
E.— dreaded his Vengeance, or as, faith! 
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Caſe we are forbidden by Juſtice, che other in every Caſe 
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obliged to by Charity. It may be ſaid; indeed, that Men who 
act upon a real; tho' miſtaken Principle of Religion, muſt ap- 
pear leſs Criminal to Man, and are doubtleſs more 'pardonable 
in the Sight of God, than thoſe who are influenc'd by Motives 
manifeſtly Corrupt, and Vicious. If therefore any Thing that 
has been ſaid can extenuate the Guilt of thoſe Times, may it 
likewiſe extenuate the Annimoſtries which a too paſſionate Re- 
flection upon it may have occaſioned among us. But ler it 
be remembered likewiſe, that what ever can be ſaid in fa- 
vour of the Perſons, may be urged againſt the Spirit with which 
they were poſſeſſed; and ſhew of how deſtructive a Nature 


— 
. 


it is to Societ̃x. 
E, indeed, can want no other Argument to convince us 
of this, than the reflecting upon the Diſtractions of thoſe 
Times, and the particular Calamity of this Day, Which, if 
there be any thing terrible in Anarchy, Confuſion, and the 
| Madneſs of a Multitude, if there be any Thing affecting in the 
Miſeries of Majeſty, mult be for ever to us 4 Day of Sorrow and 


Ts He a Man who can reflect with Pleaſure on the Hayock, 
the Devaſtation, arid the mutual Miſery of a Civil War, of 
Countrymen-and Fellow Citizens treating each other as Ene- 
mies, and Invaders ? Is He a Chriſtian, or deſerves He the 
Name of aProteſtant, who can think, without Sorrow and Con- 
fuſion on the Numberleſs Sects which aroſe from the Di- 
ſtraction of thoſe Times, on the Blaſphemies they uttered, 
the Diſturbance they occaſioned, and the laſting Reproach 
they brought on the Proteſtant Religion? Laſtly, is He a 
Friend to his Country, or a Lover of its Conſtitution, who does 

i | ” ; : i 23 Bognd A 
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not lament the Ruins of it, who can ſec entirely ſubverted 
and deſtroyed without a proper Degree of Indignation and 


Concern. 


Tusk were ſome of the Numberleſs Evils brought upon 
us by the turbulent, and unruly Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, which 
ſhould therefore put us all upon our Guard againft it, and 
will in the laſt Place direct us, §ö˙ RU 


To enquire ſeriouſly after the proper Methods of prevent- 
ing and removing it N 2 


THE Remedies to be applied, muſt indeed be various, Ac» 
cording to the Degrees of the Diſorder, and the Cauſes to 
which it is owing. | Rs Feb PS! 


Ir Enthuſiaſm be owing to an ill habit of the Body, 


and be a Diſeaſe, it ought certainly to be treated as fach; for 
want of duly conſidering this, I am afraid Men have been 
uſed in many Caſes with Severity, when they required much 
gentler, and more compaſſionate Treatment: The Magiſtrate 
has been called inſtead of the Phyſician, and rather confirm'd 


than removed the Diſorder. 


325 By the Accounts we have of the Wretches committed 
to the Flames, by the cruel Office of the Inquiſttion, we have 
Reaſon to think that the Hereſies, and Blaſphemies of which 


they have been accuſed, have been many Times nothing elſe but 


the Ravings, and Deliriums of Madmen, which ought rather to 
* Vid. An Account publiſhed by Foſeph D Acoſta, Provincial of the Jeſuites z Asien, of 


their burning a difiratted Spaniſp Divine, who, among other Extravagances, aſſerted *obſtinacely, 
that he had been dead, and was riſen again, 
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haye been pitied, than puniſhed.: And I cannot but think that 
if inftead of Dungeons, and Jayls, every Nation had an Hoſ- 
pital for Enchuſiaſts, much private Good might be done, and 
much publck Miſchief prevented. 


AGAIN, if there be a Method, and Manner of Living, which 
is apt to nouriſh Melancholy, and heighten it into Enthuſi- 
aſm, Men of this unhappy Turn of Mind ſhould carefully 
A at | 
PRACTICES, however Religious, and Neceſſary to be en- 
joined to ſome Men, may be highly injurious, and are therefore 
improper for others. Thoſe Auſterities which may reduce a 
Man of high Spirits, and a ſanguine Conſtitution to ſerious 
Thought, and religious Reflection, may have a very ill Effect 
upon the Weakneſs of a Devotee, who may purſue Religion 
till he is incapable, either of Underſtanding, or practiſing it: For 
after all that has been faid in Favour of Divine Raptures and 
Religious Ecſtacies, it will be found at laſt, that right Reaſon 
and a ſound Underſtanding, are the only laſting Foundations 
on which Piety and true Religion can be eſtabliſhed. 


Ho unneeeſlary ſoever theſe Cautions may ſeem to be 
to the preſent Age, yet there are Men in the World, to whom 
that Advice of Solomon may be not improperly applied. Be 
not Righteous over much, Why ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thyſelf * Theſe 
may be the proper Remedies againſt that ſort of Enthuſiaſm, 
which vents itſelf in Viſions, Revelations, and Prophecies :. 
A Degree of Madneſs and Folly, which the Wiſdom of this 
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| Nation thought proper to correct X in 4 late Age 
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ticular Statute againſt i If. : SY, | | TAR! 

As to that other Degree of ' it, by which 5 fav 
ſuaded themſelves of Divine Conim nications, and'imi ea 
ate Directions from Heaven in whatever they. undertake 4 
would not be improper to adviſe ſuch Men before they , . 
brace any Notion, or engage in any Action, to compare. it 
carefully with what is inculcated by Reaſon, and de 11 85 
to them in the Goſpel: If it ſhall agree exactly with this 
Rule, it may be ſaid, that in ſuch a Caſe a particular Revela- 
tion is uſeleſs, and unnece ſſary, and therefore cannot be from 
Heaven; for why ſhould God direct Men hy private, and im- 
mediate —— rfous to what he has already eſtabliſhed 
as a general Rule, and an unvariable Law? 


Bur if what they are incited to, ſhall upor HY AIG 
appear contrary, or not exactly agreeable to this Rule, let them 
be at once convinced, that whatever Impulſes they f I, are not 
from Heav n, but are rather to be look d upon icher as 155 
Errors of a miſguided Underſtanding, 0 ropenſities of 
of a vicious Nature. For to —— GOD . 
promulging a Law to Mankind in general, and enjoigin 
Obedience to it under the ſevereſt Penalties, and at the lame 
Time ſuſpending its Authority, and whiſpering che N lect of of 
it to his peculiar Favourites, is to repreſenc him Nepean 
2 Character, as we ſhould be alhamed ro ee to an a Ea 


5 Sovereign. 65 4 | 
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WHATEVER therefore ſhall 3 contrary — che L 


of God, can never be ſuggeſted by his Spirit, _ mult . | 


* Vid, An Act of Queen Elizab:th's againſt fond, nd fantaſtical „ 
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the Effect either of a groſs Miſtake, or an irregular Paſſion. 
Let chis Miſtake be removed, and the Paſſion corrected, the 
Inſpiration will vaniſh, and the Deluſion appear. In ſhort, 
as this, and almoſt every other Degree of Enthuſiaſm, may 
be imputed both in its Original, and its Conſequences to the 
Contempt of Reaſon, and the Neglect of Morality, the ſureſt 
Preſcription againſt it muſt be the free Exerciſe of the one, and 
the ſtricteſt Adherence to the other; for He who takes away Rea- 
ſon to make way for Revelation (to uſe the Words of a great 
and learned Author upon this Subject) * © puts out the Light 
of both, and does much the ſame, as if he would perſuade 
Men to put out their Eyes, that they might receive the re- 
: — of an inviſible Star by the Help of a Tele- 
ſcope. ern 7 T7; _ 2 TT „ 
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Ad Alx, ſince we have ſeen the ill Effects of ſetting up a 
Divine impulſe in Oppolicion to the univerſal Force of moral 
Obligation, How cautious ought we to be of advancing any 
Doctrines that can ſet Religion at Variance with Mardlity, of 
teaching Men that there are auy Duties that can compare with it, 
or any religious Performance that can compenſate, or atone for 
che Neglect of it. What can ſuch Notions end in, when propa- 
gated, and embraced, but the Subverſion of all Order, and 
Security! Men may propheſy fond and falſely, without do- 
ing much Injury to the World:. They may pleaſe them- 
ſelves with Viſiuns, and amuſe themſel ves wich Revelations, and 
yet continue Harmleſs to their Neiglibours. But the moſt 
dangerous Enthuſiaſt to Society, is He, who advances any 

"Thing againſt the eſtabliſhed Maxims of Morality, on which 
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its Welfare and Peace, may be demonſtracel t dtpendit: Bob 
full and clear is the Advice of St. Paul ori this Orcaſion, 


where addreſſing himſelf to thoſe who boafted Io: much of 


the Gifts of the Spirit. He tells them in general, & m Mn 
think himſelf to be a Prophet, or Spiritual, let him aclnowledge that 
the Things I write unto you, are the Commandments of the Lord, 
Let them be adhered to in Oppoſition to every fancied Inſpir- 


tion, and Call to the contrary; for whatever Illuminations, or 
Impreſſions Men may hope for, or boaſt of, rhe Goſpel, is the 
Standard of Truth, the Rule of Action, and the only Reve- 


lation we are to depend on. 


WAI has been ſaid, may, [ hope, have been ſufficient to 
ſhew the Origin of this deſtructive Paſſion, the ill Effe&s it 


has produced, and the proper Methods of preventing and-remov- 
Ing it. 9 5 eo 7 


. - Give me Leave, before I conclude, to give one Caution 2. 
gainſt an oppoſite Extreme, which the reflecting upon the Mad- 
neſs, and Folly of Enthuſiaſm may have driven Men to; and 
that is 4 Contempt and Neglect of Religion itſelf. This was the 
fad Effect which the Perverſion, and Abuſes of it, in the 
Times we have been ſpeaking of, moſt unhappily produced 
in thoſe which ſucceeded. Men had ſeen Religion in 2 
ridiculous and frightful Garb, and were therefore both aſhan'd, 


and afraid of it. They derided every Thing that was ſe rious 


and ſacred, and they deſpiſed all Revelation, for the Sake of 
the Groundleſs Pretences that had been made to it by their 


Predeceſſors, and Oppoſers. To this was owing that general 
Diſſoluteneſs of Manners, that overflowing of Ungodlineſs, which 


--* * ſpread 
* z Cor, 14. 47. h 
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deprived; us of thoſe Bledings which might have been ex- 
75 N ang 4 Caution to the preſent, 


cher as a Reproach.to, that Age, and a (ati, 
that the general Infidelity, and Viciouſneſs w hichthen prevail d, 


* 
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Popery among us. Tis hard, indeed to conceive how Men 
who have no Religion, ſhould be at all concerned for the Inte- 
reſt of the true one. How thoſe who look upon all Re- 
ligions alike, ſhould adbere to, or depart from any but as their 
worldly "Intereſts ſhall direct and determine them. 


 Tmis may convince us how much the Happineſs of a Na- 
tion depends upon their having well eſtabliſhed Notions of 


Means encourages the 3 of Enthuſiaſm, that on 
the contrary, in order to guard us from its Deluſions, it ad- 
moniſhes us not to believe * Every Spirit, but to try the Spi- 
rits whether they are of God. That it is ſ&far from forbidding . 
or reſtraining the Enquiries..of Reaſony that it encourages, 
and pw og Lo as the ſurei eee on 2 it 
can ut. Laſtiy, Ic very Where teaches, and enjoins 
the ſtricteſt, and mol perfes Mobley, gever to be diſpenſed 


with, or departed fm N wie e, or on any Occaſion ; 
and this it enforces under 

infinite Reward, or an nal Puniſhment. Does it not 
then highly conduce to the nrereſt and Security of a Nation 
* Wa 7 ſhould live under the Influence of ſuch. a Re- 
gion? 1," 4 
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encouraged the Attempts, and made way for the Progreſs of 


Religion. Let it be © conſidered, that Chriſtianity by no 


trongeſt Sanctions of an 
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